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New vehicle fee unfair
to county residents

t is unfortunate that
the Clackamas Coun-
ty Board of Commis-
sioners approved an
ordinance setting a
$30 per year county-
wide vehicle-
registration fee.

At least I went and tried to make a
difference at a second public hearing
Thursday when they decided to pass
the ordinance against my objections
and the protest of many other county
residents.

During the three minutes they al-
lowed me to speak, I told them that I
thought the proposal is ridiculous.
They’re just tacking it onto the cur-
rent DMV registration fees, which
are already way higher than they
should be.

I believe they should make people
who buy new cars get renewed every

two years, just like cars bought more
than three years ago. Currently, if
your car is older than three years,
you have to get it renewed every two
years. If your car is two
years old or newer you
don’t have to get it re-
newed for three to four
years. If they make every-
one equal and slightly raise
the price, I think it would
grant them just as much
money, if not more.

What about vehicles that
drive in the county, but
don’t get their tags here?
Cargo vehicles, delivery
companies (FedEx, UPS,
etc.) and people who live
outside the county don’t go
through our DEQ stations,
but they should somehow
give Clackamas County fees too for
driving on our roads. Maybe it should
be a statewide fee that gives money
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to the county and a fee for DMV in-
side the county? Or maybe there
should be a tax on items purchased
online only, which goes directly to
the counties the items are
delivered to?

I think a gas tax would
also be a more reasonable
option. With a vehicle-reg-
istration fee, only resi-
dents of Clackamas County
are paying for mainte-
nance of our roads. If we
really do need to impose a
fee to get caught up on
road maintenance (I'm not
convinced they can’t find
another way out of their
more than $1 billion county
budget), a fuel tax would
impose the fee on every-
one using the county’s
roadways and purchasing gas within
Clackamas County. If I go to Mult-
nomah or Washington counties and I
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need gas, I pay their fuel tax. Why
shouldn’t Clackamas County require
out-of-county residents to help in
maintaining our roads? Many of
them use our roads to travel to Mt.
Hood, among the many other popular
tourist destinations we have. I op-
pose the vehicle-registration fee, and
would rather opt for a fuel tax for
this reason.

It seems like there could be a lot of
different ways this could be resolved
to be more beneficial to our roads and
fairer to our residents. Why does it
have to be a heavy dollar amount add-
ed just to those who get their vehicle
tags in Clackamas County, when the
amount we are already charged is ex-
pensive? This will just hurt those fam-
ilies living in Clackamas County who
are in the middle- to low-income
brackets.

Tiffany Turgetto is a resident of
unincorporated Happy Valley.

Arithmetical trivia for
Bob Moore’s 90th birthday

eb. 15 marked the 90th birth-

day of Bob Moore, the found-

er and pioneer of Bob’s Red

Mill Natural Foods in Mil-
waukie. Bob is a true visionary in
producing high-quality nutritional
whole grain foods and the natural
food business he founded in 1978 is
an Oregon success story that will be
an inspiration for generations to
come.

I had the opportunity to meet Bob
personally at Bob’s Red Mill Whole
Grain Store in Milwaukie and recog-
nized him to be a humble man who
truly cares about others. In his honor,
I constructed the following number
trivia as a birthday gift for him:

M The product of the digits of Bob’s
90th birthday, expressed as 2/15/19,
equals 90.

M Further, 3 times the product of 2
and 15, the month and day numbers of

Bob’s birthday, also yields 90.

W Moreover, the difference and the
sum of 2 and 15 are 13 and 17 respec-
tively and interestingly, 3
times the sum of 13 and 17
equals 90 too.

M The product of 13 and
17 equals 221, the reverse of
221 is 122, the 122nd prime
number is 673, and 3 times
673 equals 2019.

B Additionally, 13 and
17 are the 6th and 7th
prime numbers and 6
square plus 7 square
equals 85. Note that if
numbers 1 to 26 are as-
signed to the letters of the
English alphabet, the
numbers assigned to the
letters of Bob Moore also add up to
85.

B Bob and Moore each contain 3
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and 5 letters respectively and note
that the difference and the product
of 3 and 5 yield 2 and 15, the month
and day numbers of Bob’s
birthday.

M Bob’s birthday, Feb. 15,
is embedded in his first
name, Bob, and here is
how: If numbers are as-
signed to the letters of Bob
as 2/15/2, the leftmost two
numbers 2/15 represent
February 15 and the right-
most two numbers 15/2 rep-
resent 15 February. (Note
that Bob’s 73rd birthday in
2002 expressed as 02/15/02
represented the letters of
Bob in this form.)

W Bob’s birthday coin-
cides with the 46th day of each year
(2/15) and interestingly, 46 equals the
sum of the numbers assigned to the

letters of one of Bob’s favorite words:
Mill.

B Furthermore, the sum of the dig-
its of 2/15 equals 8; 8 square is 64, and
the reverse of 64 is 46 too. Note also
that Bob Moore consists of 8 letters.

MW Lastly, 64 times 8 is 512 and the
reverse of 512 is 215, Bob’s birth date,
2/15.

Thank you for your genuine com-
mitment in providing us healthier nu-
tritional food, Bob Moore, and happy
90th birthday!

P.S. Coincidentally, my office num-
ber in Donald P. Shiley School of Engi-
neering is 215 representing Bob’s birth
date, 2/15.

Aziz Inan is chair and professor teaching in
the electrical engineering program of Don-
ald P. Shiley School of Engineering at the
University of Portland and he can be
reached at ainan@up.edu.

Oregon's working poor need help from Salem

or Oregon families living in
poverty, work is the rule, not
the exception.

This harsh reality speaks
to the need for state lawmakers to
enact policies that boost the take-
home pay of low-income working
families. And one important step the
2019 Oregon Legislature can take in
that direction is to significantly in-
crease the state’s Earned Income
Tax Credit.

Such a move would help some
300,000 families throughout Oregon,
including nearly 20,000 families in
Clackamas County.

We recently crunched the numbers
on the share of families living in pov-
erty despite their work effort. A re-
cent analysis by the Oregon Center
for Public Policy revealed that the
majority of Oregon families living in
poverty have at least one working
parent, and often that parent works
full time.

In 2017, more than two-thirds of Or-
egon families living below the federal
poverty line had at least one parent
who worked. Bear in mind, the feder-
al poverty line is set at an unrealisti-

cally low level — just $20,420 for a
family of three in 2017, for example.
The federal poverty line understates
the amount of income a family needs
to actually get by.

Even with the low
threshold that is the feder-
al poverty line, families
with a full-time worker of-
ten struggle to rise above
it. Among all Oregon fami-
lies living in poverty in
2017, a quarter had at least
one parent working full
time.

That figure — the share
of families in poverty de-
spite having a full-time
working parent — was
higher in 2017 than in 2010,
the year following the end
of the Great Recession.
This shows that economic growth and
the availability of jobs alone are not
enough to ensure that working fami-
lies can cover the costs of housing
and other essentials.

Another distressing finding from
our analysis is that having a parent
who works is the norm for an Oregon
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child growing up in poverty. In 2017,
about three of every four Oregon chil-
dren growing up in poverty had at
least one parent who worked.

That bodes ill for these
children and for our state.
Decades of research have
shown that stress caused by
poverty during childhood
can impact a child’s cogni-
tive development, physical
health and earnings as an
adult. Certainly, if we want
to improve educational out-
comes in Oregon — as poli-
cymakers in our state hope
to do — we need to tackle
head on the problem of pov-
erty despite work.

An effective way to help
low-income working fami-
lies make ends meet is by
increasing the state’s Earned Income
Tax Credit (EITC). This Oregon tax
credit works just like the federal EI-
TC, widely regarded as one of the
most effective antipoverty tools. That
proven track-record is one of the rea-
sons why the tax credit has long en-
joyed widespread bipartisan support.
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The problem with Oregon’s EITC is
that it is too small. Right now, Ore-
gon’s tax credit amounts to just 8 per-
cent of the federal tax credit, making
it one of the smallest among the states
that offer an EITC. Oregon lawmakers
are expected to introduce legislation
that would increase the Oregon EITC
to 20 percent of the federal credit — a
very good move to help families that
struggle economically despite the fact
that they work.

Boosting the Oregon EITC would
put more money in the pockets of low-
and moderate-income working fami-
lies struggling the most to pay the
bills. It would help ease the economic
stress that so many working families
endure.

Raising the EITC would be big step
forward in ensuring that all parents
who work can support their families.
Now is the time to advance policies
that allow all Oregonians to live in
dignity, with economic security.

Janet Bauer is a policy analyst with the Ore-
gon Center for Public Policy. You can con-
tact her and learn more about the nonprofit
organization at ocpp.org.

We can't wait to address climate change

Please keep Letter to the Editor
submissions under 400 words; lon-
ger submissions will be considered
for Community Soapboxes. Submis-
sions may be edited for length,
grammar, libel and appropriate
taste. Letters must be accompanied
by a full name, a telephone number
and street address for verification
purposes. Readers are also invited
to call 971-204-7742 with story ideas
and comments.
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afford to save the planet.

For our children, our neigh-
bors’ children, our community,
the wildlands that we all love
— for all those we share this
planet with — it is time to take
action. The Green New Deal
does this by creating new
good jobs and making our tax
structure more fair.

The majority of Americans
want serious action on climate

change and supporting the
New Green Deal is the best
way to make our leaders know
we are serious.
Lynn Spitaleri Handlin
Happy Valley

“Preferred Delivery” subscribers receive a
paper regardless of whether they live out-
side the zoned distribution area and
despite any changes that may occur in the
zoned distribution area.

We welcome submissions from
readers on local issues for our
Opinion page. Please send your
thoughts to Raymond Rendleman
at editor@clackamasreview.com.



