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CHARACTER

A conversation with an interesting Portlander

3 l Momnyy, why is
1Z Inan that man wearng
a funny hatp
That's Aziz Inan,
By PETER KORN { dear, professor of
The Tribune i electrical
- at un ¥
ziz Inan’s life ‘of Portiand, and
changed two years he’s using the hat
ago, when he noticed to demonstrate
that April 1, 2009, to students that
otherwise known as 04012009, | Benjamin Frankiin's
was both a square number and birthday is a
April Fool's Day. numerical
Maybe it was the fact that palindrome. -
Inan was able to quickly make TRIBUNE PHOT:

those two observations that led
to his hobby, which can mod-

estly be described as an enthu-  back to this number here — th b square each digit and subtract

siasm for numbers. Lately, 08041961 — and I broke it into 0“ B We : them from each other, you get

Inan, a professor of electrical two-digif numbers starting For a look at some of Azizlnan's  the number 48 back. .

engineering at the Univefsity  from the right —61,19,04and  numerical brainteasers, including Tribune: How does your

of Portland, has begun publish-  08. Itook 61 and reversed it. his analysis of arecent rare palin-  family feel about your enthusi-

ing articles about odd charac- Tribune: Well, what gives , drome day (1-10-2011), go to: asm? For instance, do you have

teristics of numbers, as op- you the right to reverse it? W http://tinyurl.com/Sshwz5n children?

posed to odd number charac-  Who made that rule? I http://tinyurl.com/4fooe Inan: I have two boys.

teristics, and having alotof fun ~ Inan:Iwas looking for cryp- W http://tinyurl.com/4e6h2¢9 Tribune: Have you done

in the process. tic information that Barack things with the numbers of
Portland Tribune: So, Obama was going to be presi- ' their birth dates?

what's with the numbers? dent at age 47. half, add the two halves, sub- Inan: Their birthdays are

Aziz Inan: I make puzzles as

a hobby. For example, Presi- You're a respected engineering  square of each, add them up.1 ~ found that May 25 is 529 ang

dent Barack Obama wasborn  professor. If you start with a do this sort of thing. Sept. 25 is 925. These are the

Aug. 4,1961. Soltook thatfull  solution and work back look- Tribune: Why? reverse of each other.

date number and as I played ing for possible manipulations Inan: When I do that all ofa Tribune: And did you tell

with it, I broke it in the middle  to fit that solution, what do you sudden I stumble on a proper-  your sons?

and all of a sudden I realized call that? ty of a number that other num- Inan: I think they got inter-

there’s something in this num- Inan: Reverse engineering,  bers may not have. ested. They said, “Oh, that's a

ber that tells people that if I recall correctly. Tribune: And you especially nice connection.”

Barack Obama was going to be Tribune: I think it's some- like numerical palindromes. Tribune: How old are they?

president in 2009 at age 47. thing else, but please, go on. Inan: Many of us have a ten- Inan: Nineteen and 186.
Tribune: Explain, please. Inan: I took these four num-  dency to make things symmet- Tribune: Teenagers. Are
Inan: Here’s how I figured bers, each two digits, with 61 ric. Symmetry has its own you sure they weren’t humor-

this out. I wrote 08041961. This  turned into 16, and I simply magic power. ing you?

is his birthday — Aug. 4,1961.  added them up. And guess Tribune: You realize these Inan: It depends on their

Then I broke the number be- what? I found 47, which isthe  are just numbers. They'renot  mood. If they have homework

tween the digits oneand nine  age Barack Obama hecame people. They're not even theo-  or other stuff ...

and I took the two numbers —  U.S. president. ries. Tribune: Does any of this

8041 and 961 — and added Tribune: Hold on. How long Inan: I think that numbers  apply to your engineering

them up, and guess what I did it take you to do this? are like people. They have teaching?

found? 9002, Inan: Probably half an hour, their own special personalities.  Inan: I use it to get students’
Tribune: Which meansab-  an hour, : Tribune: So give me the attention when they're falling

solutely nothing to me, Tribune: So this is easy for  number of a personality. asleep (in class).
Inan: This is thereverse of  you? Inan: Forty-eight. Number Tribune; So that's the magic

2009, Inan:I'm at a point wherel  48is the only two-digit number you were talking about. |
Tribune: Oh. can take a number, break it in-  that, if you break it into two Inan: Most of the time it
Inan: Then I said, let’s'go to pieces, reverse it, cut it in single digits, four and eight, gets their attention.

Tribune: Wait a minute,

tract the halves, take the

May 29 and Sept. 25, and I




