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"Speak little, do much." 
Poor Richard,January 1755 

President's Message
 
By Lee E. Knepp 
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As your president, I would 
like to offer my personal ap
preciation to several board members and 
volunteers who are assisting in projects . 

Board member Frank Batchelor with for
mer president Roy Goodman, current pres
ident lee Knepp, and executive director 
Kathy Deluca have been advising Stuart 
Batchelor in a concerted effort to enlist cor
porate sponsors to provide a sounder finan
cial foundat ion for The Friends of Franklin. 

Board member Blaine McCormick of 
the Hankamer School of Business at Bay
lor University continues to develop Frank
lin webinars through Baylor University and 
is in the process of designing a webinar 
series to be offered by The Friends of 
Franklin. Pamela Hartsock of Washington 
excels in researching , selecting and sub-

holders' permission . 

milling the Franklin Brainbuilders avail
able to all members through internet/email. 

Franklin descendant Karl "Ted" Mo
lin, now of Wilmington Trust, cha irs the 
upcoming Franklin Descendant Reunion, 
and member Tom Edgar of los Ange
les, also a descendant, serves as both 
the webmaster for the Franklin Descen
dant website and has been providing 
years of service as the FOF webmaster. 

Vice President Jackson Boswell (hus
band of descendant Ann Castle Boswell 
and Scholar in Residence at the Folger 
Shakespeare library in D,C.) has orga
nized and facilitated mailings to both 
Franklin descendants and scholars, while 
board member Martin Mangold (a found-

and Franklin-related tidbits 
for the Gazette, website, or 

just our edification, while Aziz Inan, PhD 
of the University of Portland provides math 
puzzles for each issue of the Gazette. 

Involved in planning for the projected 
Friday, September 16 fall symposium 
are former board member Anna Coxe 
Toogood, Jean Wolfe of Wolfe Historic 
Preservation, life member Carla Mul
ford of Penn State, president lee Knepp, 
and executive director Kathy Deluca. 

It should be of no surprise that it takes 
a great deal of volunteer dedication and 
talent to sustain and grow an organiza
tion such as The Friends of Franklin, and 
it is important that periodically we convey 
to those volunteers our genuine gratitude. 



Franklin
 
Feted Around
 

the World
 
Franklin birthday ce lebrations took place 
from coast to coast in January of 2011. In 
Portland, Oregon, on January 17th Elec
trica l Engineering Professor Aziz Inan 
from University of Portland had three of 
his classes make triangular shaped pal
indrome paper hats to celebrate Frank
lin's 305th birthday as well as the 300th 
anniversary of his only palindrome birth
day (1-17-1711 ). On each hat the stu
dents taped the special birthday number 
1171711 at the center as well as Franklin's 
palindrom e picture taken from Houdon's 
Franklin bust construct ed in 1778. 

University of Portland students with Professor Aziz
 
Inan and their palindrome hats.
 

In Philadelphia on January 21, 2011 Cel
ebration! of Benjamin Franklin, Founder, 
commemorated Franklin's birthday with 
its annual sympos ium, procession to the 
grave and luncheon. This year's theme, 
Pennsylvania Politics: Franklin to Rendell, 
juxtaposed Franklin's political prob lems 
with the Penns with today's contemporary 
issues in Pennsylvania politics. Morn
ing seminar speakers included political 
columnist Dick Polman, Dr. Joseph Fos
ter from Temple University's history de
partment and Pennsylvania state rep
resentative, Josh Shapiro. For more 
photograph s or video of the day 's events 
go to: www.ushistory.org{celebration 

In London on January 17th , the Franklin 
House in Craven Street installed the origi
nal blue plaque created by the Royal So
ciety of the Arts in 1896 to mark the home 
of one of their early and famous members, 
Benjamin Franklin. Sadly it was cemented 
into place on the wrong building . A full ac
count of its past and return to Craven Street 
can be found at jamihttp :{{www.benjamin
franklinhouse.0 rg{site{secti ons{news{de
fault.htm 

Using a childhood illustration of Benjamin Franklin from Ingri (1904-1980) and Edgar
 
(1 898-1986) Parin d'Au laire's juvenile biography, Benjamin Franklin (Doubleday, 1950),
 
Aziz Inan from the University of Portland created the palindrome picture to celebrate the
 
300th anniversary of Franklin's only palindrome birthday* in his lifetime which occurred
 
on January 17, 1711 (1-17-1711), when he turned five years old .
 
*A. S. Inan, "Palindrome Dates in Ben Franklin's Life," Franklin Gazette, Vol. 20, No.2, pp .
 
4-5, Summer 201 0.
 

Celebration! of Benjamin Franklin, Founder par
ticipants march to his grave to lay a wreath and 

franklinia branches. Photo by Doug Heller 

Welcome to New Editors 
of The Franklin Papers 
This past June The Papers of Benjamin 

Franklin welcomed two new staff members, 
Associate Editor Robert (Bob) Frankel and 
Assistant Editor Allegra Di Bonaventura. 

Allegra completed a Ph.D. in History 
from Yale in 2008 and a J.D. from Yale Law 
School in 2002, during which time she 
speci alized in early American social his
tory and Anglo-American legal history. Her 
dissertation, a history of family and slavery 
in New England as told through the expe
rience of one African-Amer ican family, will 
be published by W.w. Norton. At the Frank
lin Papers, Allegra brings a particu lar inter
est in legal, family and domestic issues. 
She has also beer) working on Franklin's 
correspondence with Samuel Chase and 
Francis Hopkinson. 

Robert Frankel joined the Papers of 
Benjamin Franklin after having served in a 
similar capacity with two Washington, D.C.
based projects: the Documentary History 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
1789-1800, and the Eleanor Roosevelt Pa
pers. He is the author of Observing Amer
ica: The Commentary of British Visitors to 
the United States, 1890-1950 (University 
of Wisconsin Press, 2007). Bob grew up 
outside of Philadelph ia, graduated from 
Cornell, and received his MA and PhD in 

history from Harvard . 

Our Front Cover Image 
Explained ' 

The History of The Friends of Franklin 

Mr.Lloyd ,Mrs. Lopezand Mrs.Sherman. 
The first major project concerne d 

out-of-print volumes of the Papers. 
For example, volume 22 of the Papers 
was reported with a current stock of 
zero. The sales indicated 159 unsold 
copies, but they were nowhere to 
be found. This project came to frui
tion, and I always felt we had a con
nection to volume 22. There was a 
committee break-out, followed by 
briefings on the 1990 conferences. 

.At lunch, Anne-Stovall Charrier and 
I performed "POOR RICHARD sings of 
his Country Wife JOAN", which was, I 
am quite certain, the first time Franklin's 
"Plain Country Joan" lyrics were sung to 
its correct original tune in over a century. 

On April 28, Stuart informed us that 
our offices would be housed at the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania, and the name 
"Benjamin Franklin Associates" was 
too close to a Penn organization, so we 
were changing our name back to the 
original "Friends of Franklin." Stuart's 
July 26, 1989 1eller had the new "Friends 
of Franklin" letterhead, but the enclo
sure was the real star: Volume I, Num
ber 1 of the Franklin Gazette, edited by 
Claude-Anne Lopez. That first number 
included photos from our first meeting 
the previous October, including Ralph 
Archbold in costume and character. 

For twenty years, I have been struck 
by the beautyofthe layoutand printing of 
this newsletter (appropriate for an orga
nization honoring a printer). The news
letters themselves, available elsewhere 
on this website (www.friendsoffranklin. 
org), carry the history of our group 
from these early days to the present. 

It's been a pleasure to be a part 
of the Friends of Franklin through its 
first 22 years. The technology has 
evolved , from Claude-Anne's beauti
ful typing to the published files online 
today, but the spirit of friendship and 
shared admiration of "the good Doc
tor" has been consistent throughout. 
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